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* 23 species of fish

ECOLOGICAL RESERVE =™

* 24 species of mammals

San Elijo Lagoon CONSERVANCY

San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy (SELC) is a public-spirited,
non-profit citizens group formed in 1987 with the

R c < ~ s . . i I
San Elijo Lagoon is one of San Diego County largest 20 spemies;of birds mission to preserve, protect and enhance the natural
coastal wetlands. It lies along the coast between the cities * 65 nesting bird species resources of the San Elijo Lagoon Ecological Reserve

of Solana Beach and Encinitas, extending inland to the and its watershed. It is governed by a volunteer board

community of Rancho Santa Fe. The reserve covers of directors, which sets policy for the executive director

AN TR

approximately a thousand acres of diverse habitat and staff. The Conservancy raises funds through

composed of six distinct plant communities: coastal membership dues and solicitation of private donations

strand, salt marsh, freshwater/brackish marsh, riparian Nesting Great Egrets

and public and private grants. Funds are used to support
B. Wechter x

scrub, coastal sage scrub, and mixed chaparral. projects that directly benefit the health of the lagoon

R p— . ; . . and watershed or upgrade services available to visitors
San Elijo Lagoon is primarily a shallow-water estuary. 5

It is divided artificially into basins by Highway 101, the

railroad, and the [-5 freeway. Over a century of human

modification of the estuary has resulted in reduction of

its natural exchange with the ocean. When the lagoon is The Conservancy focuses on:
blocked from receiving oxygen rich seawater, biological Carrying out a biological
management plan for the reserve
including keeping the inlet open,

habitat restoration, invasive plant
control and land acquisition.

parameters can deteriorate to the point where fish die

and troublesome insects reproduce in great numbers.

Food supply for birds and other animals is then greatly
reduced. When the inlet is closed the beaches also lose

a source of sand. Cooperating with government

agencies to administer and
protect the lagoon.

Successful efforts by the county, state,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
San Elijo Lagoon Conservancy have

Working with private property
owners and local jurisdictions to
minimize development impacts.

2003 aerial view of San Elijo Lagoon, B. Wechter _E:S.O/.CQ _.Tﬁ water LC.&_:.%, _.E_u:.m_

and biodiversity by periodically | : :

/ ncreasing public awareness
and appreciation of the reserve
through an environmental
education program.

dredging open the inlet allowing
a tidal exchange critical to the
health of the estuary.

A Little History.
1769 1912 1925 1932 1940 1965 1970 1976 1977 1983 1987

Red-tailed hawk, B. Wechter

Spanish Pacific Coast The present The present Sewage effluent  Interstate 5 San Elijo San Elijo Management Public San Eljjo dowm
explorers Highway was Santa Fe coast highway discharge freeway was Alliance was Lagoon agreement for dedication Lagoon pavilion and was funded.
named the constructed Railroad was was paved and  begins for constructed. formed Foundation the reserve of San Efijo Conservancy county offices
area San Elijo.  across the constructed. bridges built. 30 years. (1970-1986) was formed was reached Lagoon was formed. were built.
sand dunes. (1976-2001). between county  Ecological

1887 1937 1971 and state; | (ResshiE
A narrow- Berms and _ Lake Dixon Coastal Act
gauge railroad shallow ponds Dam was buit.  ©f California
was built. were created was enacted. -

) for waterfoul 1969 1973
1895 hunting. Housing Sewage
Lake Wohlford developments effluent from
Dam was built. were proposed  Escondido into

for the lagoon Escondido
Creek ceased.
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What's a watershed?

A watershed is an area of land
from which surface water drains.
The area that drains into the

San Elijo Lagoon and ultimately

to the ocean is known as the

San Elijo Lagoon-Escondido Creek
watershed. It covers approximately
80 square miles and extends to
Lakes Wolford and Dixon, and

‘ Nature Center
includes the San Dieguito and

2710 Manchester Ave

Trailhead Olivenhain Reservoirs. The main

Trail tributary to San Elijo Lagoon is
Escondido Creek.

Surf break

00

Camping

go'lmwo_od : . : : % REL ’ -, < “ .
v Canyon y W\ L $ay o % S Mg PP R el i X,
RN L A Z e el { 5 La Orilla® e &
£ \ \ 2 - 17 - i N ~ e
- 4 c . )

Great Blue Heron Red-ailed Hawk

e o2
Solana Hills” @

y A 4D

B Harrington

American Kestrel Forster's Tern

' Lomas Santa Fe ”

B. Wechter




	outside-01v05gt
	inside-v09g

